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GED 
A nationally normed 
exam that measures the 
major and lasting 
outcomes and concepts 
associated with a 
traditional four-year 
high school education. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECTION 10 
GENERAL EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
The GED Test  
The Utah State Office of Education contracts with the General Educational 
Development Testing Service (GEDTS), a division of the American Council on 
Education, to administer the GED Test. The General Educational Development 
Test was originally developed in 1942 to assess and quantify skills of returning 
WWII servicemen.  Now the GED measures the major and lasting outcomes 
and concepts associated with a traditional four-year high school education.   
 
The GED Test measures student achievement in the following five subject 
areas: Language Arts/Writing, Mathematics, Social Studies, Science, and 
Language Arts/Reading. Upon passing the GED Test in Utah, an individual is 
awarded a Utah General Educational Development Certificate. In Utah, the 
General Educational Development Certificate is NOT yet officially recognized 
as a high school equivalency diploma. However, the GED certificate can be 
used in lieu of a high school diploma for nearly all employment and college 
admissions opportunities. 

Preparing for the GED Test 
Most school districts in Utah offer programs to help prepare students for the 
GED Test. GED preparation programs are also available at many nonprofit 
agencies, local libraries, on television (GED Connections), and in books found 
in stores. Please check the Internet for resources at www.utahged.info. 

Eligibility to Take the GED Test 
1. If the applicant is enrolled in the regular day school, the applicant is NOT 
    eligible to take GED tests.  
2. If the applicant’s high school graduating class has graduated, the applicant 
    must be at least 18 years of age.  
3. If the applicant’s graduating class has NOT graduated, the applicant must 
     be at least 17 or 18 years of age.  For these applicants, the GED testing 
     center requires the following:  

              a. A letter from the school district within which the applicant   
                    resides indicating the applicant is not regularly enrolled in school  
                    and; 
               b. A letter from the applicant’s parent or legal guardian authorizing the 
                   test, or a certified marriage certificate from the applicant if the 
                   applicant is married.  
    4. No student 16 years old or younger is eligible for GED testing. 
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District Support  
1. Districts do not have authority under Board Rule to delay or deny access to 
     the GED if the person is qualified, even though the student’s class has not 
     graduated. 
 
2. Districts do not have authority under Board Rule to delay or deny a student 
    re-entry to K-12 programs if the student has taken and passed/failed 
     the GED.  Any credits awarded as a result of passing the GED cannot 
     transfer to the K-12 system. 
 
Special Accommodations 
Examinees are encouraged to seek appropriate special accommodations for 
GED Testing if they qualify based on diagnoses and reporting by licensed 
diagnosticians. 

GED Test Taking Locations 
There are numerous GED Testing Centers in Utah. Please contact one of the 
centers to arrange to take the GED Test.  Centers can be found on the Internet 
under “examinee resources” at www.utahged.info. 

Minimum Score Requirements  
To be issued a GED Certificate in Utah, an individual must have an average 
score of 450 and have no single score below 410 on the GED 2002 Tests. 

Adult High School Credit  
A student who successfully passes all areas of  the GED Test may be awarded 
NO MORE THAN FIVE (5) Adult High School Completion credits by his/her 
local school district. (This is at the discretion of the school district.)  
The student must pass all five areas to be awarded any credit.  
 
Credit may be awarded at the discretion of the district in Core Curriculum areas 
as follows:  
0–1 credit English  
0–1 credit in Social Studies (excluding United States History)  
0–1 credit in Mathematics  
0–1 credit in Science  
0–5 credit(s) in electives  

The GED and College Admissions  
Some universities expect higher GPAs from high school graduates for 
admissions.  They may likewise expect a higher GED score for acceptance.  

• Often GED scores become part of a combination of scores required (i.e., 
ACT + GED scores) for admission to colleges and universities.          
Many colleges require potential students to take assessments to 
determine if the potential students have the “ability to benefit” by being 
there.  

• Potential students should be encouraged to contact the admissions office 
at the institution they are interested in attending.  

• Check current scores required by Utah universities and colleges at 
www.utahged.info. 

 


